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! is well known that the Ptovince of Pepnfy{u4nig was, 

firſt ſettled by a Number of pious, ſober, and ſubſtan- 
tial People (moſtly)! Members of the religious Sactery 
called £ wakers, who had many Years ſuffe ted grievous, 
Perſtcutions in their native Country, for their faithful can: 
ſeiemious Teſtimony againſt complying with Human Inſti- 
mti ons and Injunct ĩons in Matters of Faith and Worſhip. , 


102 \ 181 £1, $5 14, 12 | 911 
Tbat by their Patience and Meekneſs in Sufferings, and 
their Integrity, Sobricty, and Honeſty, in the Courſe of 
their Conduct, they clearly approved themſelves to be the. 
ſincere Followers and Diſciples of Chriſt, and were by Royal 
Authority entruſted with many valuable and extenſive Rights 
and Privileges, to be enjoyed with the Property they bad 
purchaſed in the Soil of tbe Province, which induced them, 
without any Expence to the Government, to croſs the Seas, 
and ſettle and improve it tho* at that Time a W $ 
— 4 ang 
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and by the 35th Section of the firſt Laws made under the 
Royal Charter, the moſt clear and determinate Aſſurance 
was made to them and their Succeſſors, that ſo long as they 
lived peaceably and juſtly under the Civil Government, they ſhould 
in no can be moleſted or prejudiced for their religious Perſuaſion or 
Pratiice, ner be compelled at any Time to frequent or maintain any 
religicus Il uſhip, Place, or Miniſtry, contrary to their religious 
Perſuaſion. Theſe Privileges were confirmed by our worthy 
tirtt Propricztor WILLIAM PENN, by the 8th Arti- 
cle of the preſent Charter of Privileges granted by him, in 
theſe Words. “But becauſe the Happineſs of Mankind de- 
« pends ſo much upon the Enjoyment of Liberty of their 
« Conſciences, as aforeſaid, I do hereby ſolemnly declare, 
„ promiſe, and grant, for me, my Heirs, and Aſſigns, that 
« the 1ſt Article of this Charter relating to Liberty of Con- 
« ſcience, and every Part and Clauſe therein, according to 
* the true Intent and Meaning thereof, ſhall be kept and 
© remain without any Alteration inviolably for ever.“ 


From the firſt Settlement of this Province, till within a few 
Years paſt, the Adminiſtration of the Laws was committed 
chiefly ro Men of the ſame Principles with the firſt Settlers, 
and by the Divine Bleſſing. on their religious Concern for 
the preſent and future Proſperity and Happineſs of the Peo- 
ple, Virrne and true Religion were promoted and encou- 
raged, Vice and Irreligion wete diſcouraged, Peace, Tran- 
quility, and Plenty remained in the Land; and the Enjoy- 
ment of religious and civil Liberty was inviolably preſerved 


We profeſs and acknowledge the ſame religious Princi- 
ples our Predeceflors publiſhed to the World, and ſince by 
the Permiſſion of Infinite Wiſdom, the Peace of this Pro- 
vince hath been interrupted, and the deſolating Calamities 
of War experienced by our diſtreſſed Fellow - Subjects on 
the Frontier Settlements, We have been affectionately con- 
- cerned in true Sympathy, freely contributed towards their 
Relief; and often been engaged both in publick and pri- 
vate to put up our Supplications to Almighty God on their 
Behalf; and by the conſtant Tenor of our Conduct, mani- 
feſted that to fear God, honour the King, and promote 
Peace and Piety among Men are acknowledged by us as our 
indiſpenſible Duties; yet ever ſince we were a People we 
have had a Teſtimony againſt meer Formality and human 
Injunctions in Matters of Religion and the Worſhip of God + 


and being taught by the Precepts of our Lord ZESUS 
CHRIST, the Teſtimonies of his Apoſtles, and our own 


Experience, that the Worſhip and Prayer which God will 


accept, can only be performed and offered by the immediate 


Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; we are conſcientiouſly con- 


cerned to maintain our religious Diflent from formal and 
ceremonious Injunctions; by, which ſett Forms or Times 
are appointed in Man's Will for divine Worſhip ; © For 


* though the Jews in the firſt Covenant had many Faſts and F. Horugill's 
. « Feaſts, and Holy- Days, as the Feaſts of the New Moon, Works, p. 


« and Paſſover, and Feaſts of unleavened Bread, Pentecoſt, 430. 


te the Feaſts of Tabernacles, and the Feaſts of Dedication, 
« which are largely ſhewed in the Books of Moſes,” yer 
even in that Time when the Obſervarion of Faſts and ap- 
pointed Days was thus enjoined, the LORD by the Pro- 


phet declared, he was weary to bear their appointed [(aiah i. 10 


« Feaſts, that their ſolemn Meeting was Iniquity,” becauſe to 15. 


for want of a proper Diſpofition of Heart to ſeek and ſerve 
him, their Hearts remained polluted. * Ye ſhall not faſt 
* as ye do this Day, to make your Voice to be heard on 
high. Is it ſuch a Faſt that I have choſen, a Day for a 
Man to afflict his Soul? Is it to bow down his Head as a 
© Bulruſh, and to ſpread Sack-cloth and Aſhes under him? 
* Wilt thou call this a Faſt and an acceptable Day to the 
«© LORD? Is not this the Faſt that I have choſen, to looſe 
the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the heavy Burdens, 
and to let the Oppreſſed go free, and that ye break every 
* Yoke? Is ir not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and 
that thou bring the Poor that are caſt out, to thy Houſe ; 
*© when thou ſeeſt the Naked, that thou cover him, and 


that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own Fleſh, then Iſaiah lviii. 


„ ſhalt thou call, and the LORD ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt 
* cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here J am.” From which it ap- 
. pears that even when publick Faſts were obſerved by divine 
Appointment, yer the LORD declared his Diſapprobation 
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of them, when the Obſervers thereof did nor manifeſt their 


Sincerity by ſuitable Fruits of Repentance and Amendment 
of Life. But we dare not comply with Injunctions of that 
Kind, as the Diſpenſation in which thoſe outward Obſer- 
vations were enjoined, is now ceaſed. Chriſt our holy 
Head and High-Prieſt, who is the Subſtance of that which 
was pointed to and hoped for, enjoins his Followers the 
Obſervance of a daily univerſal Faſt. A Faſt from every 


thing which has not a Tendency to purify and perfect 3 
15 Soul, 
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Soul, and render It more and more fit to become the Taber- 
nacle of the Holy Ghoſt. He poſitively requires of his Diſ- 
Mat. xvi 24. ctptes and Foflowers that, “ they deny themſelves, take up 
Luke xxi. 36. ** their Croſs and follow him; and chat they watch and 
« pray always, that they may be accounted worthy to ſtand 
«before him“ That in the primitive Churches they faw 
an End of theſe Shadows of Things to come, and were 
brought ro Him, the Subſtance, in whom all Figures and 


Shadows do End, is manifeſt from the repeated Expreftions 
of the Apoſtle Paul, For Chriſt is the End of the Law for 
% "Righteodfneſs to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. But now 
* hath he obtained a more excellent Miniſtry, by how much alſo 
ebe it the Mediator of a better Covenant wohich wwas eſtabliſb d 
„on better Promiſes,” Heb. viii 6. But now after that 
© ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn 
on again to the weak and teggarly Elements, wheyeunto ye 
0 deſire again to be in Bondage Ye obſerce Days and Months 
and Times and Years, I am afraid of you, leaft I have be- 
i flocved upon you labotrr in vain,” Gal. w 9 to 11. “One 
« Man efteeneth one Day above another ; another eſteemeth every 
« Day alike, He that veoardeth the Day, obſerveth it unto the 
«LORD, and he that obſerveth not the Day, *to'the LORD 
fe doth not obſerve it Let "us not therefore judge one another 
*« any more, but judge ibis rather, that no Man put a Stumbling - 
* Block, or an Octaſion 10 fall in his Brither's Way,” Rom. xiv. 
5, 6, & 13. *© Let no Man«therefore judge yon in Meat or 
« 'Drirh, or in Reſpect of a Holy Day, or of the New Moon, 
or of the Sabbath Days, which are 'a Shadow ef Things to 
e come, but the Body is of Obriſe, Col. it. 16, 17. And 
we apprehend that the Practice and Teſttmony of our Fore- 
fathers is truly conſiſtent therewith, as will appear on à Pe- 
ruſal of their Writings, and particularly thoſe of our wor- 
Il. Pen's thy Friends Miliam Penn and Robert Barclaß We cannot, 
Works, vol.“ in Conſcience to God, obſerve Holy-Days ( ſo called) the publick 
2, p. 875, Faſts and Feaſts, becauſe bf their human [1ſtitution and Ordi- 
nation, and that they have no Divine ill arrant, but are ap- 
R. Barday's © pointed in the Mill of Man.” Even as we have ſuffered 
Apology, p. much in our Native Country becauſe we neither eould 
563. « ourſelves bear Arms nor fend others in ont Place, nor 
„ give dur Money for the buying of Drums, Standards, and 
« other Military Attire ; and laſtly, becauſe we could not 
„hold our Doors, Windows, and Shops cloſe for Con- 
&« ſcience Sake, upon ſuch Days as Faſts and Prayers were 
« appointed, for to deſire a Bleffing upon, and Succeſs for 


« the 
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the Arms of the Kingdom or Common-Wealth, under 
«« which we live, neither give Thanks for the Victories 
« acquired by the Effuſion of much Blood, by which for- 
* cing of che Conſcience, they would have conſtrained our 
« Brethren, living in divers Kingdoms, at War together, 
« to have implored our God for contrary and contradictory 
«© Things, and conſequently, impoſhble ; for it is, impoſſible 
e that two Parties fighting together ſhould both obtain the 
« Victory; and becauſe we-cannot concur with them in this 
« Contuſion, therefore we are ſubject to Perſecution. Yea 
« and others, who with us do witneſs, that the Uſe of Arms 
« jg unlawful ro Chriſttans, do look aſquint upon us: Bur 
« which of us two do moſt faithfully obſerve this Teſti- 
* mony againſt Arms? either they, who at certain Times, 
at the Magiſtrates Order, do cloſe up their Shops and 
« Houſes, and meet in their Aſſemblies, pray ing for the 
« Proſperity of their Arms, or giving Thanks for ſome 
„Victory or other, whereby they make - themſelves like to 


© thoſe that approve Wars and Fighting: Or we, which 


e cannot do theſe Things, for the ſame Cauſe of Conſcience, 
© left we ſhould deftroy by our Works, what we eſtabliſh 
* in Words? 'We ſhall leave to the Judgment of all pru- 
dent Men.“ | 


And as we can appeal to the Searcher of Hearts, that 
our Teſtimony herein proceeds from inward Conviction and 
a Principle of-Conſcience, and not from Perverſeneſs, Ob- 
ſtinacy, or Diſreſpect io our Superiors, We hope the moſt 
charitable and chriſt ian Conſtruction will be put upon our 
Conduct, in thus diſſenting from the Practice of other Pro- 
feſſors of Chtiſtianity: For though we think ourſelves well 
warranted in adhering to the Precepts of our Lord FESUS 


CHRITSJ, who enjoin'd his Followers, that “ euben they Mat. vi. 16. 


= faſted they (ſhould not appear unto Men to faſt, but unto their 
«« Father who ſeeth in ſecret.” MNevertheleis it is far from 
us to cenſure or-condemn ſuch who fincerely eſteem ĩt their 
Duty to obſerve in Humility of Soul, Days and Times of 
Faſting and Prayer. Our Intention and Deſire is to pre- 
ſerve our Privileges, both Religious and Civil, and to 
maintain that Liberty of Conſcience we are intĩtuled to by 
the Laws ef this Province. Conſcience is God's Preroga- 
tive, he is the Supreme Lord, Judge, and Guide thereof. 


Nor are we ſo ignorant as to think it is <vithin the reach of W. Penn's 


** human Power 10 fetier Conſcience, or to-reſtrain its Liberty 


Works, vol. 
4 fricly 1, p. 445. 
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Rom. viii. 
26. 
1 Cor. xiv. 
15. 
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& ſtrictiy talen; but that plain Engliſh of Liberty of Conſcience 
« we world be underſtood to mean is this, namely, the Free 
and Uninterrupted Exerciſe of our Conſciences in that Way of 
*© Worſhip, ve are moſt clearly perſuaded God requires us to 
ſerde him in (<vithout endangering aur undoubted Birthrijoht 

f Engliſh Freedom) aubich being Matter of Faith, aus ſin if 
* eve omit, and they cannot do leſs, that ſhall endeavour it.” _ 


We have ever believed that it is by the Light or Gift of 
God that all true Knowledge in Things ſpiritual is received 
and revealed, and as the ſame is manifeſted and received in 
the Heart, by the Strength and Power thereof, all true Be- 
lievers in Chriſt, come to the clear and diſtinct Knowledge 
of their Duty; and will be taught thereby when to Faſt, 
and what to pray for as they ought: And as Prayer is the 
moſt awful and ſolemn Part of religious Worſhip, we eſteem 


it our Duty to wait for divine Light and Underſtanding, 


that we may know the Will of God, otherwiſe we may ask 
amiſs and not receive,“ and by offering the Sacrifice of Fools 
* co Evil”. 6 2 


The moſt eminent and experienced Chriſtians declared, 
they “ knew not how to pray, or what to pray for as they 
e ought, but as the Spirit itſelf helped their Infirmities with Sighs 
„and Groanings, &. And “ they were to pray with the Spi- 
e rit and with the Underſtanding.” Surely then not in the 
Will of Man, nor becauſe he appoints? Every thing we 
pray for ſhould be in the Name or Power of FESUS, and 


according to the Will of God, who knows beſt what 1s 


moſt proper and convenient for us, and will tend moſt to 
his Glory and the good of his Creatures, And who can 
fay that Adverſity and Afflictions may not be productive of 
real Good, and a Means of bringing many to ſeek the 
Lord, who in a Time of Eaſe and Proſperity forgot and 
departed from him. For we have great Reaſon to acknow- 
tedge that the juſt Judgments of the Lord are now in the 
Land, and that there is Cauſe for deep penicential Humility 
and Mourning before him, that theſe Judgments may be re- 
moved from us; and if the People will make a right Im- 
provement of them, and every particular Perſon reform one, 
as It is in the Power of every one under the Operation and 
Influence of divine Grace to do. This will be an accept- 
able Falt to the Lord, to faſt from Pride, Strife, Contention, 


unnatural Heats, Broils, Animoſities, Blood; from Luxury, 
Wanton- 
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Wantonneſs, Revellings, Drunkenneſs, Profaneneſs, Im- 
piety, Covetouſneſs, Deceit, Fraud, Infidelity, and all 
Manner of Evil; then might we have ſome well- grounded 
Reaſon to hope that the Scourge which hangs over us, will 
in due Time be removed, and we again be favour'd wich 


Days of Peace and Tranquility. 


There are ſome yet living in this Country, who are Wit- 
neſſes that ſo long as the People lived in the Fear of God, 
walked in Humility before him, and kept his holy Law and 
Commandments, it went well with them and with their Chil- 
dren; the Land rejoic'd, the Bleſſing of the Moſt High 
was known and his powerful protecting Providence remark - 
ably conſpicuous ; for tho* we had no outward Barrier, the 
Sword was not permitted to enter within our Borders, buc 
the Salvation of the LORD was a Defence round about: 


But now Blood has been ſpilt, and the Land is polluted - 


therewith, and the Sound of War is heard. Oh! that the 
Inhabitants may conſider theſe Things and lay them to heart, 


before it be too late, and cry mightily to the Lord our 
G OD, turning to him with all our Hearts and imploring 


his Aſſiſtance, who, if our Ways pleaſe him, can ariſe for our 
Deliverance and cauſe our Enemies to be at Peace with us. 


Signed on Behalf and by Appointment of our ſaid Meet- 
ing for Sufferings, held at Philadelphia, the 29th of the 6th 


Month, 1757, by 
JAMES PEMBERTON, Ceri. 
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